V. RIGHTEOUSNESS AND FAITH – 
“Through faith in Jesus Christ” (RSV)

Paul has proved that no man can attain to righteousness by his conduct in relation to law. All men are law-breakers and therefore unrighteous. God has revealed another kind of righteousness to men, which they may receive as a gift (Rom. 5:17), In fact, that righteousness is Christ Jesus 1 Cor. 1:30). Therefore faith in Jesus Christ or receiving Jesus Christ (John 12) is to receive THE GIFT OF RIGHTEOUSNESS” (5:17).


Faith is no part if that righteousness; but it is through faith that it is received. Furthermore, it is not faith in general, not more confidence in God, not simply a belief in the Scriptures as the Word of God, but it is FAITH OF WHICH CHRIST IS THE OBJECT. A man may believe what else he may; unless he receives and rests on Christ alone for salvation, receives him as the Son of God, who loved us and gave himself for us, he has not the faith of which the apostle here speaks as THE INDISPENSABLE CONDITION OF SALVATION. It is only faith in Christ, not faith as such, which makes a man a “Christian.” Faith is not just a favorable opinion about Jesus Christ, it is a total commitment to Jesus Christ. James speaks about this when he writes, Thou believest that there is a God; thou doest well: the devils also believe and tremble” (2:19).

One can readily see the importance of faith, since it is that which receives the righteousness of God, without which one cannot be right with God. It is also to be expected that Satan will try to distort and misrepresent this word to the minds of men as he does every Word of God.
 So he tries to get men to be satisfied with CONCEPT without COMMITMENT, RITE without REALITY, CEREMONY without PROFESSION, and CREED without CHRIST.


W.E. Vine, in his Expository Dictionary of New Testament Words, dealing with the Greek word for faith, tells us that the main elements in faith are; (1.) a firm conviction, producing a full knowledge of God’s revelation or truth, (2 Thess. 2:11, 12); (2.) a personal surrender to Him (John 1:12); (3.) a conduct inspired by such a surrender (2 Cor. 5:7).


Faith is our total response to God’s offer of Himself in love and grace through Jesus Christ. We believe HIM and act in accordance with what He requires. We believe what He says, receive what He gives, do what He commands, refuse what He forbids. We trust His veracity, for He lies not; we rest in His love, for it never faileth; we have confidence in His guidance, for His love, for it never faileth; we have confidence in His guidance, for He leadeth me in the paths of righteousness. Faith thus implies acceptance, reliance, dependence, confidence, all of which we are opposed to self-effort, self-reliance, self-confidence.
VI. RIGHTIOUSNESS WITHOUT HUMMAN DISTINCTION – “Unto all and upon all them that believe: for there is no difference: for all have sinned and come short of the glory of God.”

As we have seen in earlier studies, Paul had to deal with the problem of Jewish privilege. The Jew thought that God was his private property to which the Gentile had only a secondary right. Paul has shown this to be wrong and now further emphasizes universal equality before God by stating that the saving righteousness of God is unto ALL. And it is upon all them that believe. It is directed toward all men without discrimination, in the offer of righteousness, and is upon all them that fulfill the one requirement for reception of the gift, namely believing, irrespective of race or any other distinguishing feature.

The reason why this must be so is because all men without exception (no difference)

have sinned. Whether a man is a Jewish sinner or a Gentile sinner, it makes no difference in the sight of God. So, since all have sinned, then all need the righteousness of God” if they would be saved. All have come short of the Glory of God. All have missed the mark. God created man in His own image to manifest His glory. Sin spoiled the image and man fell far short of being an expression of God’s glory. Now, through the gift of righteousness, the believer is being changed into the same image from GLORY TO GLORY, even as by the Spirit of the Lord. (2 Cor. 3:18).
VII. RIGHTEOUSNESS RECEIVED –

“Being Justified.”

The word justify is a legal word expressing the act of a judge. Justification is a judicial act. We are looking at the fact of justification at this point, the how of it will come later. To justify is to declare just or righteous. Justification is the opposite of condemnation. To condemn is not merely to punish, but to declare the accused guilty or worthy of punishment; and justification is not merely to remit that punishment, but to declare that our shame cannot be justly inflicted. To justify a man is to declare that there is no ground for the infliction of punishment. When we justify God, we declare Him to be just; and when God justifies the sinner, He declares him to be just. In both cases the idea is, that there is no ground for condemnation; or, the demands of justice are satisfied.

This is an astounding declaration. It is something which is impossible among men. Mercy and clemency may pardon a wrong doer, but by that act they do not justify him. Someone may wrong you and then receive your forgiveness, but you cannot obliterate what they did and declare them just. God in mercy pardons the sinner, that is true, but He does more, by a divine arrangement, HE justifies, or declares righteous, the UNGODLY (Rom. 4:5). When Paul says that “God justifies the ungodly,” he means that God in His incredible mercy, treats the ungodly as if he had been a good man. That is what shocked the Jews to the core of their being. To treat the bad man as if he was a good man was the sign of a wicked judge. He that justifieth the wicked is an abomination to the Lord (Prov. 17:15). I will not justify the wicked (Ex. 23:7). But Paul says that that is precisely what GOD does.

Having dealt with the fact of justification, we now look at the how of it. How can God declare an ungodly man just? This is something outside of the scope of human reasoning. Remember, it is something that has been revealed. Let us look at the manner and ground of this wonderful justification.
(1) “FREELY BY HIS GRACE”

None of these wonderful words in this section must be taken alone. The section must be seen as a whole, each word being an integral part of a grand edifice. For the purpose of study, however, each word and phrase must be looked at to see what vital and particular place they have.
The Greek word for freely (dorean) is from the word dorea which is usually translated gift. However, the gift of righteousness is not only given freely in terms of COST, but also of CAUSE. Our Lord Jesus said, without a cause (John 15:25). Without a cause is the translation of the same word here rendered freely. There was no cause in Jesus why men should hate Him. The cause was in the bitterness and hypocrisy of their own hearts. So when God justifies us freely, the cause is not in us, but in His own heart acting in love and grace. It is a gift given entirely on the basis of His love. God so LOVED that He GAVE (John 3:16).
Freely has to do with us, letting us know that justification is a free gift, available apart from CAUSE or COST, MERIT or MONEY: Grace has to do with God, informing us of the ground of His action.
GRACE has been variously defined as Unmerited or undeserved favor. Love unbought and mercy underserved. Kindness to the unkind. Divine love in action. It is everything really good and eternal offered freely to rebellious and wicked men.” Dr. F. B. Meyer says that Grace is the love of God in contact with human sin, poverty, and helplessness. WHERE THERE IS NO HOPE OF REPAYMENT, NO THOUGHT OF HUMAN ASSISTANCE, NO EXPECTATION OF MERIT OR DESERT, there you have the opportunity which is gladly seized upon by the love of God which is known as grace.
(2) “THROUGH THE REDEMPTION THAT IS IN CHRIST JESUS”
Redemption is one of the great Bible words. While the gift of righteousness is free to the believing sinner, it is not without ransom BY PAYMENT OF A PRICE. Redemption is not only by PRICE but by POWER: In fact, the Bible revelation concerning redemption teaches that, while the redemption is based on PAYMENT, the payment is with a view to an exercise of POWER in deliverance. These two things should never be divorced. Christ did not pay the price of our release to leave us under or in the power of sin and satanic oppression, but rather to give Him a legal basis to bring us out of our bondage by His power. We see the power aspect of redemption in such Scriptures as the following.
Exodus 6:6 – “I am the Lord, and I will BRING YOU OUT from under the burdens of the Egyptians, and I will RID YOU OUT OF THEIR BONDAGE, and I will REDEEM you with a stretched out arm . . .”
Neh. 1:10 – “Now these are Thy servants, and Thy people, whom Thou has REDEEMED BY THY GREAT POWER.”
Psa. 77:15 – “Thou hast with THINE ARM REDEEMED THY PEOPLE . . . “
At present, however, we are considering the PAYMENT aspect of redemption. We 

will see the POWER aspect as the Epistle unfolds. Redemption by the price of our Lord’s precious blood is also clearly taught in other passages.
I Pet. 1:18 – “Ye were not REDEEMED with corruptible things, as silver and gold,               from your fathers, but with THE PRECIOUS BLOOD OF CHRIST .  . .”

Rev. 5:9 – “Thou wast slain, and hast REDEEMED US TO GOD BY THY BLOOD.”
Eph. 1:7 – “In whom we have REDEMPTION THROUGH HIS BLOOD . . . “


We can get some idea of the nature of redemption if we consider the law of redemption as given by God to Israel pertaining to their relationships to one another. This law is found in Leviticus 25. If an Israelite be waxen poor (vs. 25), he may be forced to sell some or all of his possessions, and in some cases sell himself as a servant. If he is able (vs. 26, 49) he may redeem his possession and himself. Presumably some were able. Here we have a contrast. On the human plane in the nation of Israel sometimes a man was able to redeem himself. However, in the spiritual realm human redemption is impossible, for none of them can BY ANY MEANS REDEEM HIS BROTHER, nor give to God a ransom for him. (Psa. 49:7).

In the Old Testament law of human redemption, if a man could not redeem himself or his possession, then a wealthy kinsman had the right to effect the redemption (vs. 25, 48, 49). Here we have a beautiful shadow of good things to come.” We are unable to redeem ourselves. But a wealthy kinsman came to our rescue and paid the price for our release.

Heb. 2:14, 15 (NEB) – The children of a family share the same flesh and blood; and HE TOO SHARED OURS, so that THROUGH DEATH he might break the power of him who had death at his command, that is, the devil; and might LIBERATE those who, through fear of death, had all their lifetime BEEN IN SERVITUDE.

Another great Old Testament picture of redemption is that seen in the deliverance of Israel out of Egypt. We see the two aspects of the word. God declares His attention by saying, “I am come down to DELIVER them OUT of the hand of the Egyptians, and to BRING THEM UP OUT OF THAT LAND INTOA GOOD LAND” (Ex. 3:8). How did He do it? The first stage was the slaying of Passover Lamb. So we have the PRICE of BLOOD. Then by His mighty POWER IS BASED ON REDEMPTIVE PRICE!

To whom was the price of our redemption paid? The transaction took place within God Himself.  The strength of sin is THE LAW (1 Cor. 15:56). The holy law of God cannot be broken with impunity. The law-breaker must die or secure an ADEQUATE SUBSTITUTE to die IN HIS STEAD. WE HAVE THE SUBSTITUTE: Christ hath REDEEMED us from the curse of THE LAW, being MADE A CURSE FOR US (Gal. 3:13). The LAW of God demanded a sacrifice and the LOVE of God provided it. God took part with us against Himself.”

This redemption is in Christ Jesus. It IS in! Redemption is permanently resident and available IN CHRIST JESUS. Do NOT look for it elsewhere. It is to be found ONLY in Him! You will take it freely by His grace . . . in Christ Jesus OR you will GO WITHOUT. We will come on God’s term or not at all Read the covenant carefully and abide by its declarations.
My highlighting – VERY important statements…MORE to come!
